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Week 1
How do we understand gender and 

gender roles in society?

Students will be asked to challenge their 
preexisting knowledge of gender and the gender 
roles they play in their day to day lives. Points of 
interest include: Toxic Masculinity & Femininity, 
Stereotypical Gender Roles, Gender Expression v. 
Relationships (initial understandings). 

Week 2
What is the connection between 

biological sex and gender?

Students will learn the inherent difference 
between biological sex and gender expression. 
This exploration will be rooted in scientific 
inquiry of chromosomes as well as sociological 
theory that gender is a performance. Points of 
interest include: Chromosomes, Intersex, 
Positionality, Transgender, Non-Binary, 
Cisgender, Two-Spirit, Gender Queer, 
Performativity.     

Week 3
How does gender expression impact 

personal relationships?

Students will be asked to utilize their knowledge 
of gender roles and expression to understand the 
way they shape healthy and unhealthy 
interpersonal relationships. During this week 
students will pick a topic of interest for their 
performance project. Points of interest include: 
Healthy Disagreements, Domestic Violence, Men 
in a Box, “Dogrib Midnight Runners”. 

Week 4
How do stories around us shape our 

understandings of gender? 

Students will learn about storytelling from an 
Indigenous perspective of passing on beliefs, 
traditions, and knowledges. Indigenous 
perspectives state that storytelling is an 
important facet of day to day life, and we can 
look at the world through stories. Points of 
interest: Oral Storytelling, Indigenous 
Knowledge, Two-Spirit Guest Speaker, Story 
Structure.    

Week 5
How can performance be used to 
express personal understanding?

Students will examine the Fine Arts as a means of 
expression and communicating ideas about 
societal issues. During this week students will 
begin working on putting together their 
performance projects by synthesizing what they 
have learned over the past four weeks. Points of 
interest: The Queer Arts Society, ManUp!, Music 
Videos and Lyrics, Social Justice Performance 
Guest Speaker.

Week 6
How can performance increase 

community awareness of social issues?

Students focus on completing their performance 
piece, developing their rationale, and putting 
together the showcase. The week finishes with 
the final showcase where students share their 
learning through the Fine Arts with their 
community, peers, and families. Point of interest: 
Final Showcase.
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Rationale
What is the connection between the media and how we view our own genders? 
How do these perceptions of gender impact our interpersonal relationships?
What other narratives of gender are there in the world? 
We are here to ruin gender for our grade nine students by providing them with authentic 
learning experiences that will help them learn about the difference between biological sex and gender, 
interrogate how gender stereotypes impact their identities and relationships, and compile their thoughts 
into a creative performance piece. In doing so, we will cover curricular outcomes for Grade 9 Social 
Studies, English Language Arts, Science, Health, Music, and Drama while providing students with deep 
learning experiences to allow them to make connections beyond the classroom. In this unit, 
interdisciplinarity will develop our students’ abilities to think critically as ethical citizens. It is our hope 
that through this study students will focus on their own identity formation in a positive manner. 

Enduring Understandings
Students will identify how gender expression impacts 
their interpersonal relationships and identity 
formation. Through the development of critical 
thinking in this unit, students will learn how to reflect 
on gender expression and subsequently how to react 
in a respectful and meaningful manner.

Inclusion Through Universal Design for Learning

Interdisciplinarity
Interdisciplinary learning is an educational approach that involves the links across disciplines. It increases 
the depth of student understanding by approaching authentic problems that exist within our current 
society.  

Multiple Means of Engagement:

• Student choice around inquiry
• Variety of activities to sustain 

engagement
• Inclusion of numerous 

community speakers
• Use of rubric throughout 

design process to encourage 
self regulation

• Topic is extremely relevant

Multiple Means of 
Representation:

• Kinesthetic representation 
through drama games and 
role play

• Auditory representation 
through oral storytelling, 
music and oral instruction

• Visual representation through 
videos, memes, and texts

• Information is transferable 

Multiple Means of Action and 
Expression:

• Options for means of response in 
digital journal

• The use of rubrics and self-assessment 
methods throughout support 
executive functions

• Student choice of performance 
project medium

• Students will be provided consistent 
feedback as they work
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Indigenous Ways of 
Knowing
Part of the decolonization process is the 
reclamation of traditional understandings of 
gender and gender roles for Indigenous 
communities in Canada. By exposing students to 
Indigenous Two-Spirit identities, we provide an 
alternative to the traditional European gender 
story with its binary systems, leading students to 
new ways of comprehending gender and how it 
impacts interpersonal relationships. The use of oral 
storytelling, a traditional Indigenous practice for 
transmitting knowledge allows students to 
experience a more authentic understanding of 
Indigenous culture.

Assessment for 
Learning: 

•Digital Journal 
•Creation of memes 
•Peer assessments 

•Teacher’s documented 
observations

•Interviews with groups

Assessment as 
Learning:

•Use of rubric throughout 
creation process

•Personal reflection through 
journal responses

•Exit slips

Assessment of Learning: 

•Performance piece assessed using a 
comprehensive interdisciplinary 

rubric
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